defence of freedom and peace, october 16, 1938
air power with its claim to torture and terrorise the women and
children, the civil population of neighbouring countries. This
combination of medieval passion, a party caucus, the weapons of
modern science, and the blackmailing power of air-bombing, is the
most monstrous menace to peace, order and fertile progress that has
appeared in the world since the Mongol invasions of the thirteenth
century.
The culminating question to which I have been leading is whether
the world as we have known it—the great and hopeful world of
before the war, the world of increasing hope and enjoyment for
the common man, the world of honoured tradition and expanding
science—should meet this menace by submission or by resistance.
Let us see, then, whether the means of resistance remain to us to-day.
We have sustained an immense disaster; the renown of France is
dimmed. In spite of her brave, efficient army, her influence is
profoundly diminished. No one has a right to say that Britain,
for all her blundering, has broken her word—indeed, when it was
too late, she was better than her word. Nevertheless, Europe
lies at this moment abashed and distracted before the triumphant
assertions of dictatorial power. In the Spanish Peninsula, a purely
Spanish quarrel has been carried by the intervention, or shall I say
the " non-intervention " (to quote the current jargon) of Dictators
into the region of a world cause. But it is not only in Europe that
these oppressions prevail. China is being torn to pieces by a
military clique in Japan ; the poor, tormented Chinese people there
are making a brave and stubborn defence. The ancient empire of
Ethiopia has been overrun. The Ethiopians were taught to look
to the sanctity of public law, to the tribunal of many nations
gathered in majestic union. But all failed; they were deceived,
and now they are winning back their right to live by beginning
again from the bottom a struggle on primordial lines. Even in
South America, the Nazi regime begins to undermine the fabric
of Brazilian society.
Far away, happily protected by the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
you, the people of the United States, to whom I now have the
chance to speak, are the spectators, and I may add the increasingly
involved spectators of these tragedies and crimes. We are left
in no doubt where American conviction and sympathies lie: but
will you wait until British freedom and independence have suc-
cumbed, and then take up the cause when it is three-quarters
ruined, yourselves alone f I hear that they are saying in the
United States that because England and France have failed to do
their duty therefore the American people can wash their hands of the
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